City of Rock Creek
Planning Commission
Approved Minutes
July 20, 2026

Chair, Curt Kubesh, called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Members present:
Chair: Curt Kubesh
Vice Chair: Nancy Runyan
Members: Chad Pasch, Dillon Barton, Donnie Petermann III, Josh Froelich
City Council Representative: Nancy Rys

Members Absent:

Others present:
Interim City Administrator/Secretary: Ashley Rauschnot
Administrative Assistant: Ashley Young
Other Interested Citizens: Don Burger, Brian Swanson

Pledge of Allegiance
Public Forum

Approval of Minutes
Chad Pasch motioned seconded by Dillon Barton to approve the June 15, 2026 minutes. Motion
passed unanimously.

New Business
Minor Subdivision
Brian Swanson was present to answer questions regarding his application. He had previously
appeared before the Planning Commission several months ago to discuss his proposed property
division. During review of the application, the Commission noted that the soil borings did not
meet the requirements for a buildable lot.

The Planning Commission presented Mr. Swanson with two options: recommend approval of the
minor subdivision to the City Council with the stipulation that the newly created parcel be
designated as a non-buildable lot, or recommend approval contingent upon the parcel being
combined with the neighboring property, whose owners intend to purchase the parcel following
the subdivision.

Mr. Swanson stated that the neighboring property owners have no plans to build on the parcel
and agreed to have the subdivision approved with the condition that the newly created parcel
remain non-buildable.

Josh Froelich motioned to recommend approval of Minor Subdivision Application MSD-26-001 to
the City Council, with the stipulation that the newly created parcel shall not be considered a
buildable lot. The motion was seconded by Donnie Peterman III. Motion carried unanimously.

Moratorium for Data Centers
The Planning Commission discussed the growing concerns regarding the potential development of
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data centers within the area. Nancy Rys reported that Pine County had initially indicated it would
not adopt a moratorium on data centers. However, following a letter from Gordy Johnson of
Pokegama Township Zoning requesting that the County reconsider its position, the Pine County
Board revisited the issue and approved a six-month moratorium on new data center development.

The Planning Commission expressed interest in reviewing Pine County's approach and actions
before making a recommendation for the City of Rock Creek. Commission members indicated they
are interested in pursuing a similar moratorium within the City to allow time for additional
research and evaluation. The matter will be discussed further at the next Planning Commission
meeting.

Benson Survey Questions
The Planning Commission received an email from Tyler Kroschel of Kroschel Land Surveyors
regarding a proposed access strip to provide access to a landlocked parcel 43.0236.000. Mr.
Kroschel requested guidance on the minimum width the City would require for the access strip.

After reviewing the proposal, the Planning Commission discussed the long-term needs associated
with the access strip, including potential future utilities, drainage, and ditching. The Commission
determined that a 73-foot-wide access strip would be appropriate, consisting of a 33-foot
standard driveway with 20-foot setbacks from each property line.

The Planning Commission further recommended combining Parcel 43.0239.000 with Parcel
43.0230.000, and then creating a 73-foot-wide access strip along the east side of Parcel
43.0230.000 to provide access to the landlocked parcel 43.0236.000.

Office Updates
Ashley Rauschnot, Nancy Rys, and Curt Kubesh provided the Planning Commission with an
update on the City's upcoming National Night Out event. The event will be held on Tuesday,
August 4, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The Rock Creek Lions will once again provide food,
while the City will provide bottled water, ice cream sandwiches, and freeze pops. They also
reviewed event logistics, including tours of the new Fire Substation and Public Works Building,
children's activities, educational materials, and community safety giveaways.

Donnie Petermann IIl motioned seconded by Dillon Barton to adjourn at 6:45PM. Motion
passed unanimously.

Ashley Rauschnot
Interim City Administrator
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