City of Rock Creek
Planning Commission
Approved Minutes
June 15,2026

Chair, Curt Kubesh, called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Members present:
Chair: Curt Kubesh
Vice Chair: Nancy Runyan
Members: Chad Pasch, Dillon Barton, Donnie Petermann III, Josh Froelich
City Council Representative: Nancy Rys

Members Absent:

Others present:
Interim City Administrator/Secretary: Ashley Rauschnot,
Sewer Inspector: Amy Thompson
Don Burger

Pledge of Allegiance
Public Forum

Approval of Minutes
Nancy Runyan motioned seconded by Chad Pasch to approve the May 18, 2026 minutes. Motion
passed unanimously with Curt Kubesh, Dillon Barton, Donnie Petermann I1I, and Josh Froelich
abstaining due to their absence from the May 18, 2026 meeting.

Old Business
SSTS - 2 Compartment Tank Rules
Rauschnot presented additional research regarding the advantages and disadvantages of two-
compartment septic tanks and provided the April 5, 2018, City Council meeting minutes
documenting the ordinance amendment requiring them. The minutes contained little discussion
regarding the rationale for the original change.

Amy Thompson provided input on the topic, noting that while Chisago County does not require
two-compartment tanks, inspectors routinely recommend them and the County ordinance
exceeds Minnesota Rule 7080 minimum tank size requirements. Thompson explained that two-
compartment tanks help reduce the movement of solids to the mound system, particularly during
high-flow events such as laundry use, and stated that properly manufactured tanks should not
experience internal wall failures. She also noted that the additional cost of a two-compartment
tank is generally minimal compared to the overall cost of a septic system replacement.

Planning Commission members discussed the long-term benefits of the requirement, including
protecting future property owners and reducing potential system issues. Members noted that few
concerns have been raised regarding the ordinance and agreed that the potential benefits
outweigh the cost savings of eliminating the requirement. Consensus was reached to leave the
ordinance unchanged.
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Consulting Firm Search
Rauschnot reported that Haskamp Swanson Consulting was scheduled to meet with the City Council
earlier in the month but withdrew its proposal prior to the meeting. As a result, the search for a
consulting firm to assist with ordinance and comprehensive plan alignment efforts will continue.

Rauschnot identified several additional firms through preliminary research and presented potential
options to the Planning Commission. Following discussion, one firm appeared to be a strong fit for
the City's needs. Rauschnot was directed to contact the firm to determine its interest in providing
consulting services.

Petermann requested that Rauschnot continue reaching out to additional firms and use her
discretion in identifying qualified candidates. The Planning Commission expressed interest in
obtaining proposals from up to three firms for consideration at a future meeting.

New Business
Planning Commission Appointments
Nancy Runyan motioned, seconded by Donnie Petermann III to elect Curt Kubesh as
Chairperson of the Planning Commission. Motion passed unanimously.

Curt Kubesh motioned, seconded by Nancy Rys to elect Nancy Runyan as Vice Chairperson of
the Planning Commission. Motion passed unanimously.

City Council Notes - N/A

Office Updates
Rauschnot let the Planning Commission know that the Fire Substation has officially been in
operation since March of this year. In March, Station #2 responded to 3 of the department's 8
total calls and arrived first on scene for 2 of those incidents. In April, Station #2 responded to 11
calls and arrived first on scene for all 11 incidents. In May, Station #2 responded to 4 of the
department's 9 total calls and arrived first on scene for 3 incidents. Rock Creek firefighters
responded to 7 of 8 calls in March, all 29 calls in April, and 8 of 9 calls in May.

Rauschnot informed the Planning Commission that an Administrative Assistant has been hired for
the City Center Office. The goal is for the Administrative Assistant to eventually assume the role of
Planning Commission Secretary, replacing Rauschnot in that capacity.

Donnie Petermann IIl motioned seconded by Dillon Barton to adjourn at 6:38PM. Motion
passed unanimously.

Ashley Rauschnot
Interim City Administrator
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