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Mayor Dick Johnson, called the City Council meeting to order at 5:00PM.  

Members present: 

Mayor Dick Johnson, Council Members: Don Ramberg, Dan Saumer, Sam Christenson, Nancy Rys 

Others present: 

Interim City Administrator: Ashley Rauschnot 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Truck Replacement Discussion 

Mayor Dick Johnson called the special meeting to discuss replacing the City’s current 2009 Ford 
F-550 pickup truck. The truck was purchased in February 2021 for $37,702.75. 

Council discussed the truck’s maintenance history and recent repair costs. At the previous City 
Council meeting, members discussed the potential purchase of a replacement truck and the 
possible sale of the existing truck. 

Council members did not want to make a hasty decision and asked Curt Kubesh whether the 
dealership could hold the truck until the next regular meeting. Curt was informed that the 
dealership could not hold the truck. Curt obtained pricing on two trucks for Council 
consideration: 

• 2024 Ford F-550, with 156 miles — $86,374.00 

• 2026 Ford F-600 — $89,899.00 

Sam Christenson reviewed the window stickers and photographs of both trucks and stated that 
they are nearly identical. Don Ramberg noted a 500-pound GVW difference between the two 
trucks. Don recommended purchasing the newer 2026 Ford F-600 because it is heavier, has 
larger tires, and the price difference is relatively small considering the 2024 truck is two years 
older. 

Nancy Rys stated that, although she was not present at the previous meeting, she was not pleased 
to learn that the City Council was holding a special meeting to discuss purchasing a new truck that 
was not included in the budget. She expressed concern that the special meeting was a waste of 
taxpayer dollars and stated that new trucks are manufactured every day. 

Don Ramberg noted that if the existing truck were to break down and require a significant repair, 
that expense would also not be included in the budget. Nancy Rys agreed. 

Nancy Rys asked how much the existing truck could potentially be sold for. Don Ramberg 
estimated that it could sell for approximately $15,000 to $20,000. Council members discussed 
possible methods of selling the truck, including Facebook, MinnBid, or sealed bids. 

Nancy Rys also inquired about the plow quotes discussed at the previous meeting. Council 
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members agreed that the cost of the plow would be an additional expense and that the quotes 
would need to be reviewed. 

Nancy Rys reiterated that she did not agree with purchasing a truck while the Council has been 
focused on getting the budget in order and the budget had not yet been finalized. She expressed 
concern about making a significant purchase before the budget was complete. 

Dan Saumer stated that he understood Nancy Rys’ concerns regarding the budget but did not 
believe the purchase would negatively impact the City’s budget. Dan also acknowledged that 
Nancy was correct that there will always be another truck available for purchase. 

Dan Saumer asked Ashley Rauschnot how the City’s account balance compared to the previous 
year. Ashley stated that, as of July 31, 2026, the City’s balance was approximately $12,000 higher 
than it was on July 31, 2025. 

Don Ramberg stated that if the City is going to purchase a new truck, now is the time to do so; 
otherwise, the City should continue using the existing truck through the winter. 

Truck Purchase 

Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg, to purchase the 2026 Ford F-600 for 
$89,899.00 from Transwest Ford, along with the plow from Lake State Repair for $13,193.84. 
Motion passed with Don Ramberg, Sam Christenson, Dan Saumer, and Dick Johnson voting aye, 
and Nancy Rys voting nay. 

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Sam Christenson to adjourn at 5:36PM. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Ashley Rauschnot 

Interim City Administrator 


