City of Rock Creek
City Council Meeting
Approved Minutes
August 6, 2026

Mayor Dick Johnson, called the City Council meeting to order at 6:00PM.

Members present:
Mayor Dick Johson, Council Members: Don Ramberg, Dan Saumer, Sam Christenson

Members Absent:
Council Member: Nancy Rys

Others present:

Public Works: Curt Kubesh, Interim City Administrator: Ashley Rauschnot, Administrative
Assistant: Ashley Young, Others Present: Don Burger, Mark Muellner, Richard Drotning, Brian
Swanson, Amy Thompson, Mark Revering

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agendas & July Receipts Disbursements
Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer to approve the July 7, 2026 City Council
Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to approve the July 16,2026 Work Session
Special City Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously with Sam Christenson and
Dick Johnson abstaining due to absence at the meeting.

Sam Christenson motioned, seconded by Dick Johnson to approve the July Receipts and
Disbursements. Motion carried unanimously.

Violations Updates:
Q. Thao - Building Permits (Chicken Coop and Accessory Structures)
Ashley Young reported that Building Inspector Richard contacted the property owner regarding
the chicken coop and two additional accessory structures. The Building Inspector determined
that the structures are satisfactory. Because the structures are being used for agricultural
purposes, building permits are not required; however, administrative permits are still necessary.
Three administrative permits, along with a letter and double permit fees, were mailed to the
property owner. Payment and permit applications are due within 30 days.

A. Nuynt - Junkyard Violation

The Council reviewed the status of the property. Council Members noted that the area can no
longer be seen from the roadway due to vegetation. Zoning Administrator Sam Christensen
advised that if the violation is no longer visible from the public road, no further action is
necessary at this time. The Council directed staff to revisit the property in the fall after the
vegetation has died back to determine if additional enforcement is needed.

A. HacKler - Junkyard Violation

Staff reported that friendly letters were sent to both the property owner and tenant on July 1,
2026. Council Members agreed the property has been cleaned up, and no recent complaints have
been received from neighboring properties. The violation was considered resolved.

R. Bonete - Barbed Wire Fence
City staff reported that the property owner had previously inquired about obtaining a permit for
a barbed wire fence. After consultation with Zoning Administrator Sam Christensen, it was
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determined that barbed wire fencing is not permitted in the R-2 Zoning District. No Council
Member had recently inspected the property. Sam Christensen requested that the matter be
postponed until next month's meeting for further review. The Council agreed.

A. Nemis Jr. - Junkyard Violation

Interim City Administrator Rauschnot and Zoning Administrator Sam Christensen also received
an email from Deb Nimis-Rohloff stating that cleanup efforts are ongoing. Ms. Nimis-Rohloff
explained that a truckload of debris has already been removed from the property and that one
additional load remains before the cleanup is complete. She indicated that the debris was located
approximately 20 yards off the roadway and appeared to have been illegally dumped on the
property. She also stated that the remaining debris will be removed as soon as possible.

After discussion, the Council agreed to pause further enforcement and revisit the matter at the
next regular City Council meeting to allow additional time for the cleanup to be completed.

M. Revering - Sewer and Junkyard Violations

Mark Revering attended the meeting to discuss the violations on his property. He informed the
Council that he has recently moved from the Twin Cities to North Branch to be closer to the
property and intends to demolish and remove the trailer within the next month. Mr. Revering
requested guidance regarding the existing sewer system. The Council, along with Sewer Inspector
Amy Thompson, explained the required process and informed him that a demolition permit
would also be required.

Mr. Revering also stated that he was considering placing a camper on the property for temporary
occupancy over the winter while constructing a home in the spring. The Council informed him
that temporary occupancy in a camper is not permitted. He then asked whether he could
construct a shed with a toilet. The Council advised that a shed could be constructed with the
appropriate building permit and that a compliant septic system would also be required.

Council Member Don Ramberg stated that no building permits of any kind should be issued until
all existing property violations have been corrected and the property is brought into compliance.
The Council concurred. The Council also agreed to temporarily suspend enforcement citations
until October to allow Mr. Revering additional time to complete the necessary work.

J. Nordrum - Junkyard Violation

The Council reviewed the property following the extension previously granted until August 1,
2026. Council Members agreed that the property has been cleaned up and that Mr. Nordrum has
completed the requested corrective actions. The violation was considered resolved.

D. Peltier - Sewer Violation

The Council received an update regarding Ms. Peltier's efforts to obtain county grant funding for
replacement of her septic system. Council Member Don Ramberg stated that the property
presents a unique situation and, in his opinion, should never have been developed due to the
limited buildable area. He noted that wetlands, existing structures, and the driveway leave little
or no suitable location for a compliant septic system. He also stated that the county grant
program does not fund holding tanks. While there may be a potential location within a wooded
area, significant clearing would be required, and the responsibility for those costs remains
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uncertain.

The Council discussed whether the property could be identified as uninhabitable for future
property transfers. Staff was directed to contact Pine County for guidance and to consult with the
City Attorney regarding available legal options. The matter will be revisited at next month's
meeting.

L. Dick - Uninhabitable Property

Staff reported receiving a response from Pine County regarding the MAARC report submitted for
the property. The report was screened out, and the County will not be taking any action. Council
Members expressed frustration that the matter was not investigated. The Council directed staff to
include this property when consulting the City Attorney regarding the Peltier property and to
request guidance on the condemnation process, as Council Members believe the structures on the
property are uninhabitable. The matter will be revisited next month.

D. Gerner - Sewer Violation
Amy Thompson wanted it noted on record that the sewer has not even been started yet on this
property and that the deadline is September 1, 2026.

New Business:
Cemetery Survey | Billing
Tyler Kroschel has been working on the survey and re-platting of Rock Creek Cemetery since
2018. Interim City Administrator Rauschnot contacted Kroschel for a progress update, and he
stated that the project is nearly complete. However, the most recent cemetery map submitted
to the City did not reflect any noticeable progress since the previous version received.

Kroschel also inquired about billing the City, stating that he could not recall the amount he had
originally quoted. Interim City Administrator Rauschnot located a July 30, 2018, email in which
Kroschel quoted $11,500 for surveying and re-platting the Rock Creek Cemetery, with an
estimated additional cost of approximately $1,500 for the monuments. Interim City
Administrator Rauschnot was unable to locate any record of previous payments to Kroschel,
and the Council Members did not recall authorizing or issuing any payments for the project.

Following discussion, the City Council agreed that payment of $11,500 for the surveying and re-
platting work will be made upon completion of the entire project, including receipt of the
finalized cemetery map and updated block dimensions. The Council noted that the project has
been ongoing since 2018 and expressed that sufficient time has been provided for its
completion. The Council directed that the project be completed before the ground freezes this
year.

Pine Area Lions Turkey Bingo
Sam Christenson motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to approve the Resolution Leasing the
Rock Creek City Center to the Pine Area Lions for one day for Turkey Bingo on Sunday
November 8, 2026. Motion carried unanimously.

Building Inspector Contract
Building Inspector Richard Drotning was present to discuss his ongoing Building Inspector
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contract with the City. The Council discussed concerns regarding communication with residents
and City staff. City staff reported receiving regular calls from residents who have been unable to
reach Mr. Drotning. Mr. Drotning stated that he was unsure why residents have difficulty
contacting him, as he answers his phone when it rings.

The Council also discussed the City's current permit tracking process. City staff explained that
once a building permit is issued and paid, the office has no method of tracking inspection
progress or determining whether a project has been completed. With the exception of new
residential construction requiring a Certificate of Occupancy, the office does not receive
documentation identifying which inspections have been completed or the current status of a
project.

Interim City Administrator Rauschnot suggested developing a mobile inspection application
that Mr. Drotning could use while conducting inspections. The application would allow
inspection information to be entered in the field and automatically synchronize with the City's
permit records, giving both the Building Inspector and City staff access to current project
information. Mr. Drotning stated that he would be willing to utilize such a system.

The discussion also included Mr. Drotning's inspection schedule for his other municipal
contracts. Mr. Drotning explained that he performs inspections in the City of Sandstone two
days per week for approximately four hours each day and in the City of Hinckley on Tuesday
afternoons for approximately four hours. Outside of those scheduled commitments, he is
available to perform inspections in Rock Creek. Council Members noted that they were
previously unaware of this schedule and agreed that making it available to residents could help
establish expectations for inspection availability and reduce communication concerns.

The Council also reviewed the City's building permit fee schedule. Mr. Drotning stated that Rock
Creek continues to use the 1997 building permit fee schedule, which has not been updated
since he began serving as Building Inspector. He noted that Hinckley and Sandstone utilize the
2000 fee schedule, while Pine City utilizes the 2015 fee schedule. Council Member Don
Ramberg commented that some residents have expressed concerns that they are not receiving
the level of inspection services they expect for the fees being charged. Interim City
Administrator Rauschnot stated that if the City updates its fee schedule, inspections should be
conducted in person for every required inspection to ensure residents receive the services they
are paying for.

Following discussion, the Council directed Interim City Administrator Rauschnot and Mr.
Drotning to work together on developing an inspection tracking application and report back to
the Council at the next meeting. The Council also directed Interim City Administrator Rauschnot
to prepare an updated Building Inspector contract for review at the next meeting to clearly
define expectations and responsibilities for both parties.

MSD-26-001 | Minor Subdivision | Swanson
Brian Swanson was present to discuss the Minor Subdivision application that had been
recommended to the City Council by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission's
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recommendation was to approve the Minor Subdivision with the condition that the newly
created parcel not be considered a buildable lot because it does not meet the required sewer
boring requirements.

During Council discussion, Council member Sam Christensen stated that, rather than creating a
new parcel, he believed the property should ultimately be combined with the adjoining parcel
being purchased by the neighboring property owner. The Council discussed the existing
contract for deed arrangement between Mr. Swanson and the neighboring property owner and
considered the most appropriate method for accomplishing the property transfer.

Following discussion, the Council determined that a conveyance would be more appropriate
than creating a separate parcel through the Minor Subdivision process.

Sam Christensen made a motion, seconded by Don Ramberg, to disregard the Minor Subdivision
application and instead allow the property split for the purpose of the contract for deed, with
the condition that upon satisfaction of the contract for deed, the property shall be conveyed to
the neighboring property owner and combined with the adjoining parcel under a single parcel
identification number. The motion carried unanimously.

Railroad Advertising | No Permit

Public Works Employee Curt Kubesh raised concerns regarding the advertising signs mounted
on the railroad bridge along Highway 70. Staff reported that, after contacting the St. Croix
Valley Railroad, it was confirmed that the owner of the signs had received permission from the
railroad to install them on the bridge.

Mr. Kubesh noted that the sign appears to exceed the maximum size permitted under the City's
Sign Ordinance, measuring approximately 133 square feet, and is therefore not in compliance
with City regulations. Council Members discussed whether the railroad's authority may
supersede local sign regulations.

The Council directed staff to contact Federal Railroad Inspector Hugh Evans to determine
whether federal railroad regulations preempt the City's Sign Ordinance in this situation. The
Council also directed staff to send a letter to the St. Croix Valley Railroad informing them that
the sign appears to be in violation of the City's Sign Ordinance and requesting their input on the
matter.

2027 Preliminary Budget Review

Council Members were provided with preliminary budget worksheets to assist in developing
the 2027 budget. After reviewing the worksheets, several Council Members expressed concerns
regarding their complexity and requested additional time to complete them.

Following discussion, the Council agreed that each Council Member will complete the
worksheets over the next several weeks and return them individually to the City Office. Interim
City Administrator Rauschnot will compile the responses, calculate the average budget
recommendations, and present the information for Council review and discussion at the next
meeting.
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Department Reports
Planning Commission Report
Public Works Employee Curt Kubesh reported that the Planning Commission discussed the
proposed moratorium on data centers and recommended waiting to see what action Pine
County takes before making any further recommendations. The matter will be revisited at next
month's Planning Commission meeting.

Mr. Kubesh also reported that the Planning Commission discussed the Swanson Minor
Subdivision application. This item had been addressed earlier in the meeting under New
Business.

Public Works
The Council previously directed Public Works Employee Curt Kubesh to research replacement
options for the City’s Ford F-550 pickup truck. Mr. Kubesh reported on the truck’s maintenance
history and recent repair costs. Based on the truck’s age, condition, and maintenance needs, the
Council discussed the potential replacement of the vehicle and the possible sale of the existing
truck.

Curt presented several options for the council to review:

Plows
Lake State $13,193.84
Stan’s Equipment $13,445.00
Complete Trucks
Morrie’s Auto Group - 2025 F-550 Crew Cab w. Dump Box $86,777.00
Transwest Ford | 2026 Ford F-600 w. Dump Box $90,374.00
Options
Larson Implement | Dump Box | NO Install $17,500.00
Transwest Ford | 2025 F-450 4X4 Chassis Cab ONLY $57,435.40
Monroe Towmaster - Dump Box | Installed $45,681.00

Morrie’s Auto Group | 2025 [Crew Cab] $86,777.00 Complete

Transwest Ford | 2026 [Single Cab] $90,374.00 Complete
Transwest | Larson $$74,935.40 Self Install Dump Box
Transwest | Monroe $103,116.40 Complete

The Council reviewed replacement options for the City's Ford F-550 pickup truck. After
discussion, the Council expressed interest in the Transwest Ford 2026 Ford F-600 Regular Cab
equipped with a factory-installed dump box. Council Members agreed that a crew cab
configuration would be larger than necessary and less practical for snowplow operations.

Public Works Employee Curt Kubesh stated that September would be the ideal time to sell the
City's current truck and estimated that it could bring approximately $18,000. Council Member
Dan Saumer stated that, given the ongoing mechanical issues with the current truck and the
overall financial impact, he believes now is the appropriate time to purchase a replacement.
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Based on the estimated trade or sale value of the existing truck, he estimated the net purchase
cost would be approximately $72,374.

Council Member Don Ramberg expressed concern about authorizing the purchase before
reviewing the complete vehicle specifications to ensure the truck includes all features needed
by the City. Mr. Kubesh stated that he did not have the specification sheet available at the
meeting but would obtain it. He also noted that there was concern the truck may not remain
available until the next regular Council meeting in September.

To allow additional time for review while preserving the opportunity to purchase the vehicle if
desired, Council member Sam Christensen suggested scheduling a special meeting. The Council
agreed and scheduled a Special City Council Meeting for Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
to review the vehicle specifications and consider the purchase of a new City truck.

Curt Kubesh reported that he contacted CAT to schedule preventative maintenance service on
City equipment but has not yet received a response.

Mr. Kubesh and Roger Doenz completed gravel restoration on the hills along Ivy Avenue,
Keystone Avenue, and 540th Street. Mr. Kubesh noted that an additional lift of gravel will be
needed. Council member Sam Christensen suggested applying chloride to those hills to help
preserve the roadway surface. The Council agreed that chloride application would be beneficial
and will look into that in the future.

Council Member Don Ramberg and Public Works Employee Curt Kubesh plan to implement a
turnaround at the dead end of 550th Street west of Fairfield Avenue. They also plan to replace
the residential culvert serving the Golon driveway, which has sustained damage over the years
from snowplows using the driveway to turn around.

Mr. Kubesh reported that the parking lot at the new Fire Substation has been completed. He
also reported that brush spraying has been completed along Maple Avenue, Croix Lane, and
580th Street, as well as around the City's dry hydrant to keep the area clear and accessible.

Council Member Don Ramberg recommended extending internet service to the Public Works
building so that Mr. Kubesh could relocate his office to the shop. This would free up workspace
in City Hall for the contracted Sewer Inspector and Building Inspector when needed. The
Council agreed that locating the Public Works office within the shop is the most practical
arrangement. Council member Sam Christensen stated that he has an IT contact and will
explore the best option for providing internet service to the Public Works building.

Safety Committee
The Safety Committee reported that its primary focus over the past month was planning and
coordinating the City's National Night Out event, held on August 4, 2026. The event was
considered a success overall. The Rock Creek Lions estimated that approximately 182 hot dogs
were served, and the raffle ticket drawings resulted in 27 new contacts being added to the
City's email distribution list.
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Because the Safety Committee has not yet met to review the event, a more detailed recap and
recommendations will be presented at next month's meeting.

Council Member Dan Saumer suggested contacting Life Link III as soon as possible to reserve
their participation for next year's event. The Council agreed that having Life Link III attend
would be a valuable addition to the event. The Council also noted that the City has a suitable
location available for helicopter landings. Public Works Employee Curt Kubesh stated that he
and Roger Doenz plan to remove the unused backstop from the former softball field to further
improve the area.

Council Member Dan Saumer also reminded the Council that the City is scheduled to host a
SKYWARN Storm Spotter Training class on April 12, 2027. In addition, he suggested that the
Safety Committee consider organizing a community CPR training class in the future. The
Council was supportive of the idea.

Office Updates

Liquor License Update
Interim City Administrator Rauschnot stated that all three liquor licenses were approved by the
state and hand delivered to the local businesses on July 20, 2026

Ashley Young to First Citizens Bank Account
Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Sam Christenson to add Ashley Young to the First
Citizen’s Bank Account. Motion passed unanimously.

Truth in Taxation Meeting
Sam Christenson motioned, seconded by Dick Johnson to set the Truth in Taxation Meeting for
Tuesday December 8, 2026. Motion passed unanimously.

City Center
City Center custodian Paul informed staff that the tables at the City Center are becoming
significantly worn and may need to be replaced in the near future. The Council directed staff to
obtain pricing for replacement tables and begin budgeting for their replacement in next year's
budget.

Additionally, Paul reported that the renter of the City Center on August 1, 2026, Jenni Kugler,
left the facility in poor condition. He noted that several new stains were found on the carpet,
including a large stain in the area where the tables should have been returned and stored
against the north wall. The tables had not been put away as required.

Staff also reported that the completed cleaning checklist submitted by the renter indicated that
the tables and chairs had been returned according to the posted layout and that any new carpet
stains would be reported so they could be addressed immediately. However, no stains were
reported. In addition, staff found more than 20 adhesive mounting circles attached to the walls
throughout the building, which appeared to have been used for decorations.

Following discussion, Don Ramberg made a motion, seconded by Sam Christensen, to retain and
cash the renter's damage deposit for Jenni Kugler. The motion carried unanimously.
Training
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Interim City Administrator Rauschnot inquired about future Minnesota League of Cities Clerk
Training opportunities for herself and Deputy Clerk Ashley Young. A training session is
available in September; however, Rauschnot recommended waiting until a later session so that
Ms. Young has additional time in her position and can gain more experience before attending.
The Council agreed with the recommendation and stated that they support continued
professional development and would not object to future training requests. Sam Christenson
also stated that everybody in the office should be required to do Data Privacy Act training on an
annual basis.

Council Concerns
Council member Sam Christensen noted that one issue was overlooked when the Administrative
Citation Ordinance was adopted: establishing a maximum cap on accumulated administrative
citations. He explained that, under the current ordinance, citations could continue to accrue
indefinitely and potentially reach excessive amounts. Mr. Christensen asked the Council to
consider how they would like to establish a cap before the next meeting so the matter can be
discussed. As a starting point for discussion, he suggested limiting accumulated administrative
citations to 25% of the property's taxable market value.

Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to adjourn at 8:37PM. Motion carried
unanimously.

Ashley Rauschnot
Interim City Administrator
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