City of Rock Creek
City Council Meeting
Approved Minutes
July 7, 2026

Mayor Dick Johnson, called the City Council meeting to order at 6:00PM.

Members present:
Mayor Dick Johson, Council Members: Nancy Rys, Don Ramberg, Dan Saumer,

Members Absent:
Council Member: Sam Christenson

Others present:
Public Works: Curt Kubesh, Interim City Administrator: Ashley Rauschnot, Administrative
Assistant: Ashley Young, Don Burger, Mark Muellner

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agendas & June Receipts Disbursements
Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to approve the June 4, 2026 City
Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

Nancy Rys motioned, seconded by Dick Johnson to approve the June 18, 2026 Work
Session Special City Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously with Dan
Saumer and Don Ramberg abstaining due to absence at the meeting.

Nancy Rys motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to approve the June Receipts and
Disbursements. Motion carried unanimously.

Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to approve liquor licenses for the Pit
Stop, Cricket, and Time Out. Motion carried unanimously.

Ashley Rauschnot introduced the newest staff member, Administrative Assistant — Ashley
Young.

Violations Updates:
Q. Thao (No Permit): Richard Drotning has not yet inspected the existing chicken coop
to verify the construction materials used. He is aware that the building permit cannot be
issued until the inspection has been completed

B. Miller (Multiple Dwellings): Sam Christenson stated that, according to Bill’s nephew,
all individuals living in the additional dwellings were expected to be moved out by July 4,
2026. Additionally, Don Ramberg has been in contact with the nephew regarding the
sewer system compliance. City Council members agreed to revisit this matter at the
September meeting.

A. HacKkler (Junkyard): Additional complaints have been received from the neighboring
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property owner. A friendly reminder letter was sent to both the landlord and renters on
July 1, 2026. The property owner/renters have until July 15, 2026, to complete cleanup
efforts before fines begin accumulating.

M. Revering (Sewer/Junkyard): A nine-month past-due notice was sent on July 1, 2026,
regarding the junkyard violation. The current fine balance is $14,416.29. A six-month
past-due notice was also sent on July 1, 2026, regarding the sewer violation, with a
current fine balance of $5,695.32.

D. Peltier (Sewer): An eleven-month past-due notice was sent on July 1, 2026, regarding
the non-compliant septic system. The current fine balance is $43,248.81. Don Ramberg
stated that Donna has contacted him regarding the septic design and has also contacted
Ramberg Excavating for installation. Donna has received a county grant for the sewer
installation. City Council members agreed to place fines on hold until the August meeting.

B. Deose: No updates have been received from Brian in several months. Some cleanup
has been completed; however, the shed he previously indicated would be constructed has
not yet been built. City Council members advised staff to send a friendly reminder letter
outlining the remaining requirements and providing a 30-day deadline to submit a
building permit application to show progress.

T. Sitnikov: Curt Kubesh stated that the camper is currently parked next to the house on
the driveway and there are approximately two vehicles parked in the driveway. City
Council members agreed that this matter should not have resulted in a citation and
consider the violation resolved and to send them a letter stating so.

L. Dick: The home is currently considered uninhabitable, and she is residing out of her
vehicle in the driveway. A neighbor requested a welfare check approximately one month
ago, and law enforcement responded to check on her well-being. City Council members
advised staff to submit a referral to the State for an additional welfare check.

Dan Saumer stated that he received a complaint regarding the property located at 11425
State Highway 70 for a possible unauthorized business or “chop shop” operation. There are
currently no permits on file for the property. City Council members advised staff to send a
friendly reminder letter regarding the complaint.

Department Reports

Planning Commission Report
The Planning Commission discussed Haskamp Swanson Consulting and the withdrawal
of their proposal. The Planning Commission will continue researching and reviewing
other available options.
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Nancy Rys provided an update regarding the Pine County meeting on data centers.
Although no City representatives were able to attend the meeting in person, Nancy
stated that she watched the meeting online. After discussion, City Council members
advised the Planning Commission to move forward with the necessary steps to
establish a one-year moratorium on data centers within the City of Rock Creek to allow
additional time for research and review.

Nancy Rys stated that the Planning Commission also discussed compartment tanks for
septic systems. After further discussion, it was determined that the ordinance will
remain unchanged at this time. Don Ramberg provided an example of a current sewer
violation case involving a smaller home where, due to the City’s ordinance
requirements, the property owner is required to install a larger tank along with an
additional tank to become compliant. He explained that the property has limited
available space and the owner has received a county grant for the sewer installation;
however, the additional requirements of the Rock Creek ordinance will result in
approximately $3,000 in additional costs funded through the grant.

Council members discussed sending reminder notices to residents regarding septic
tank pumping requirements. Don Ramberg stated that some counties and cities require
a pumping permit to be obtained prior to septic pumping, which allows the
municipality to maintain records of when pumping was completed and send reminders
when future pumping is due.

Public Works
Curt Kubesh reported that chloride application has been completed on Nature North
(again) and on Falcon Avenue from 570th Street over to Emerald Avenue and up to
Ruby Road.

Roger Doenz completed mowing of all City ditches.

The Public Works Department plans to work on repairing hills located near Ivy Avenue,
Keystone Avenue, and 540th Street this week.

Don Ramberg stated that he staked out a possible new turnaround location on 550th
Street between the freeway and Fairfield Avenue. Currently, Public Works has been
using a resident’s driveway near the dead-end to turn equipment around, which has
caused damage to the resident’s culvert. The City will replace the culvert once the new
turnaround has been completed. Ramberg stated that the turnaround can be completed
within the existing right-of-way, without encroaching on private property, by utilizing
the field approach road located near the dead-end.

Kubesh reported that the grader currently has 7,848 hours and is due for regularly
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scheduled maintenance. He asked City Council members for approval to contact CAT to
schedule service. Don Ramberg suggested scheduling the maintenance but possibly
waiting until closer to fall to complete the work. Dan Saumer asked about the City’s
timeline for replacing the grader. Council members discussed replacement options and
agreed they would like to consider replacement around 10,000 hours. The grader
currently averages approximately 500-600 hours of use per year.

Kubesh stated that he is more concerned about replacing the F-550 truck sooner rather
than later. The truck continues to have issues with fuel getting into the oil, and the
estimated repair cost is approximately $8,000. Council members discussed future
replacement options and agreed they would consider purchasing a gas truck instead of
diesel. Council members stated they would like to look at a minimum of an F-450 dually
gas truck for the next purchase.

Dick Johnson advised the Public Works Department to research pricing for both new
and used trucks and continue watching MinnBid for available options. Nancy Rys
suggested contacting larger fleet companies to determine if government pricing options
are available.

Safety Committee
Chelsy Lindman will be contacting the State to discuss the possibility of installing a
culvert and/or barricade near the bike trail intersection at Highway 70 (southeast
corner) to address safety concerns regarding the drop-off in that area.

National Night Out has been scheduled for August 4, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. City Council
members advised that the Safety Committee can proceed with planning the event

similar to last year. Dick Johnson and Dan Saumer will speak with the Lions Club at
their upcoming meeting to see if they are willing to assist with food again this year.

Curt Kubesh has been in contact with Rush City Fire Chief Bob Carlson to coordinate
having fire trucks and firefighters present for the event. Council members also
discussed using the event as an open house opportunity for residents to tour the new
Fire Substation and Public Works Building.

Ashley Rauschnot will work on creating event flyers and will contact the Pine County
Sheriff’s Office regarding the possibility of having an officer, and possibly a K-9 unit,
attend for part of the event.

Nancy Rys discussed the email received from MnDOT regarding the City’s request for
fire truck warning signs on Highway 70. MnDOT stated they will not be installing
additional signage, as they believe an excessive number of signs can reduce driver
awareness and effectiveness. Don Ramberg asked about incorporating the Fire
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Substation into the new sign being planned with the V-plow display near the roadway.

It was noted that the City of Pine City has withdrawn from the Fire District/Feasibility
Study and will no longer be participating in discussions regarding the potential creation
of a fire district. Dan Saumer stated there is another meeting scheduled and he would
like to attend to learn what the next steps will be. Saumer stated that the feasibility
study is required in order to apply for the implementation grant and would like to
understand how they plan to proceed. Don Ramberg asked whether the
implementation grant would still be available with Pine City no longer participating.
The answer is unknown at this time.

Dan Saumer explained that the City of Rush City calculates equipment costs by taking
the purchase price of equipment and dividing it over the expected life expectancy of
that equipment, allowing costs to be spread evenly over the anticipated years of use.

Saumer stated that Pine City calculates equipment costs by dividing the purchase price
over a 10-year period, even if the equipment may remain in service for a longer period
of time. Discussion was held regarding equipment costs previously paid by the City of
Rock Creek for equipment that Pine City continues to utilize. Council members
discussed the possibility of requesting a credit or, at minimum, requesting the
reinstatement of free mutual aid with Rush City.

It was noted that Grantsburg and the City of Rush City have officially entered into a
mutual aid agreement at no cost to either department, which will provide additional
support for the east side of Rock Creek.

Lastly, the dry hydrant has been flushed and is working well, producing approximately
800 gallons per minute. The only remaining work needed is dirt work in the
surrounding area due to some fire trucks beginning to sink during use. The Public
Works Department will address this issue.

Office Updates

Initiative Foundation

The Initiative Foundation submitted a request for a $225 donation. City Council
members noted that they have declined previous donation requests and agreed that the
City will not be making a donation this year.

Ashley Young to Bank Account
Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Nancy Rys, to add Ashley Young to the City’s bank
account at Frandsen Bank and Trust. Motion carried unanimously.

Election Judges
Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dick Johnson to appoint election judges for the
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Primary Election scheduled for August 11, 2026; with wages set at $20.00 per hour.
Motion carried unanimously.

Adjust Office Hours
Office staff will be unavailable due to election training scheduled on July 29, 2026. City
Council members advised staff to close the office during the morning hours from 8:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on July 29, 2026, to allow staff to attend training.
Rush City Fire Bills
The Rock Creek/Rush City Fire Committee met on June 10, 2026. Rush City
Administrator Amy Mell presented two bills received from the City of Pine City for
mutual aid calls. Mell stated that Rush City has assisted Pine City twice and has not
billed Pine City for those calls; however, Pine City has billed Rush City for the two times
they provided assistance.
Mell requested direction on how to proceed with the invoices. City Council members
agreed that these costs should not be passed on to residents. Mell presented two
options: bill the City of Rock Creek as invoices are received or save the invoices and
deduct the total from the annual reimbursement payment outlined in the fire contract
for the following year. Council members stated they would prefer to be billed as
invoices are received and pay them accordingly.
Ordinance Book Printing Quotes
Ashley Rauschnot presented quotes received for printing the remastered ordinance
books:
Cost to print in office last time: $35.94 per book - Plus the printer broke last time
Rush Printing Quote: $34.00 per book
5 Acre Printing Quote: $ 6.26 per book
Dick Johnson motioned, seconded by Don Ramebrg to approve using 5 Acre Printing
for ordinance book printing once the books are ready. Motion carried unanimously.

Rydberg - Gravel Hauling Invoice
Curt Kubesh stated that Public Works received scale tickets daily and confirmed that
the invoice amount matched the City’s calculated totals.

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer, to approve payment of the invoice
from Rydberg & Sons Inc. in the amount of $18,805.86. Motion carried unanimously.

Chairs/Paint for Office
Ashley Rauschnot and Ashley Young rearranged the office layout so both desks are now
located in the front office area. Council members stated the new arrangement looks
great.

Staff requested approval to purchase two new office chairs at approximately $120-
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$150 each and paint the office a warmer, neutral color. City Council members
authorized staff to spend up to $500 for office updates.

Peddler’s Permit
The City received an inquiry from a student from Estonia requesting permission to sell
educational books within the City of Rock Creek. It was noted that other students are
doing the same in surrounding counties as part of a college fundraising opportunity.

Council members agreed they had no concerns with the request and noted that the City
does not currently require a peddler’s permit. Council members appreciated that the
student reached out prior to selling and advised staff to take a picture of the student
and post information on Facebook so residents are aware.

Grandy Lions Donation
Loren and Peggy from the Grandy Lions presented the City of Rock Creek with a
$17,000 donation toward the water tank for the Fire Substation. City Council members
expressed their sincere appreciation and thanked the Grandy Lions for their generous
donation.

Colors by Craig - Cemetery Sign
Chad Saari provided a quote to replace the cemetery sign, including the smaller hanging
sign underneath, as well as sanding and repainting the existing posts. The total quote
was $400 installed.

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer, to approve the quote from Colors
by Craig in the amount of $400 to replace the cemetery sign. Motion carried
unanimously.
Council Concerns
Nancy Rys stated that she received an email from Joe Zappa, owner of ERBA - a cannabis
operation located in Royalton Township- regarding a notification of land application.
Zappa stated that State guidelines require notification to municipalities where the
industrial by-product will be applied.

City Council members discussed the notification and expressed concerns regarding what
materials are being applied. Council members stated they would like to review certified
laboratory results prior to any application taking place. They also requested additional
information regarding the frequency of application, how the application rate will be
determined, and whether an application log will be maintained.

Council members advised Ashley Rauschnot to draft an email response to Joe outlining
the questions and concerns discussed and send it to Council members for review prior to
sending.
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Dan Saumer stated that the City needs to begin looking ahead at future equipment
replacement needs and start planning accordingly within the budget. Don Ramberg asked
Ashley Rauschnot to prepare a report showing Public Works Department expenses from
the previous two to three years. Curt Kubesh and Don Ramberg will work on creating a
proposed replacement schedule for each piece of City equipment to assist with future
budgeting.

Nancy Rys mentioned that Ashley Rauschnot’s performance review was scheduled to take
place this month. Ashley stated that she forgot to include the item on the agenda. City
Council members agreed to keep the Special Meeting scheduled for the following
Thursday to complete the review and discuss final details for National Night Out, as the
Safety Committee meeting is scheduled for the Monday July 13, 2026.

Dan Saumer stated that he would like Council to begin reviewing upcoming agenda items
approximately 90-120 days in advance, or possibly up to six months ahead, to allow for
better planning and preparation.

Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to adjourn at 7:42PM. Motion
carried unanimously.

Ashley Rauschnot
Interim City Administrator
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