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Mayor Dick Johnson, called the City Council meeting to order at 5:59PM.  

Members present: 
Mayor Dick Johson, Council Members: Nancy Rys, Don Ramberg, Dan Saumer, Sam 
Christenson 

Members Absent:  
Others present: 
Public Works: Curt Kubesh, Deputy Clerk Ashley Rauschnot, Don Burger, Chelsy Lindman, 
Craig Saari, Amy Thomspon, Dan Rydberg 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Approval of Agendas & March Disbursements 
Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer to approve the April 2, 2026 City 
Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Nancy Rys motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer to approve the April 9, 2026 Work 
Session Special City Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously, with Sam 
Christenson abstaining due to absence at the meeting. 

Craig Saari raised concerns regarding items he believed were omitted from the April 14, 
2026 Board of Review Meeting Minutes. Following brief discussion and review, 
Councilmembers determined that the minutes were sufficiently thorough as presented.  

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer, to approve the April 14, 2026 Board 
of Review Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously, with Sam Christenson and Dick 
Johnson abstaining due to their absence from the meeting. 

Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Nancy Rys to approve the April 16, 2026 Special City 
Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Nancy Rys motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer to approve the April 23, 2026 Work 
Session Special City Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Dan Saumer motioned, seconded by Don Ramberg to approve the April Disbursements. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Violations Updates: 
J. Nordrum: City Council members agreed that significant progress has been made. 
Council directed Administration to send a letter thanking the property owner for the 
progress and extending the compliance deadline to August 1, 2026.  
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D. Behrendt: City Council members directed Administration to send a letter reminding 
the property owner that road restrictions were lifted as of May 1, 2026, and that he has 
45 days to bring the sewer system into compliance.  

A. Nyunt: City Council members directed Administration to issue a citation due to lack of 
response and failure to clean up the property.  

W. Miller: Sam Christenson reported that Mr. Miller recently passed away and that the 
family intends to sell the property. Council advised holding off on further action until the 
next meeting.  

D. Peltier: City Council members directed Administration to continue issuing 
Administrative Citations/Fines due to no response from the property owner.  

D. Gerner (Sewer): City Council members directed Administration to issue an 
Administrative Citation with fines retroactive to July 2025.  

D. Gerner (Junkyard): Council directed that fines remain on hold until the sewer issue is 
brought into compliance.  

M. Revering (Sewer & Junkyard): City Council members directed Administration to 
continue issuing Administrative Citations/Fines due to no response from the property 
owner. 

2026 Rush City Fire Contract 
The 2026 fire contract cost increased from $26,741 in 2025 to $37,351 in 2026 primarily 
due to a significant increase in the City/Township’s share of service calls. Although the 
department had a budget surplus of $16,635 and provided a $5,400 credit from collected 
fire call fees, the City/Township’s three-year rolling average increased to 17% after call 
volume rose substantially from prior years. The increase also reflects the Fire 
Department’s continued operational costs, including firefighter response pay, equipment 
usage, and investments in updated emergency response equipment and services across 
the expanded service area. Rush City also continues to absorb pension contribution costs 
and spread major equipment expenses over long-term periods without charging interest 
to district members 

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Sam Christenson to accept the 2026 Rush City 
Fire Contract. Motion passed unanimously.  

CD Expiring at First Citizens Bank 

The City of Rock Creek has a CD expiring at First Citizens Bank with a current balance of 
$119,785.19. The expiring CD currently has a 4.36% interest rate and it was a 36 month 
CD. 
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After reviewing current CD Terms for both Frandsen Bank and Trust and First Citizens 
Bank, the council made the following decision.  

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Sam Christenson, to renew the expiring CD at 
First Citizens Bank (current balance of $119,785.19) into a new 12-month CD at the 
rate of 3.80% Interest / 3.86% APY. 

Draft Ordinance – Combining Clerk/Treasurer Position 
Interim City Administrator Rauschnot presented a draft ordinance to combine the Clerk 
and Treasurer positions. Don Ramberg expressed concern about moving forward prior to 
Rauschnot’s three-month review period. Council members noted that the ordinance 
would need to be reviewed by the City Attorney and would also require a public hearing, 
meaning the matter would not be finalized prior to the July meeting. Council directed 
Rauschnot to forward the draft ordinance to the City Attorney for review. 

Department Reports 
Planning Commission 

The Planning Commission reviewed all Interim Use Permits (IUPs) and Conditional Use 
Permits (CUPs) requiring annual review to ensure continued compliance. 

Public Works 
Curt Kubesh reported that all necessary culverts have been ordered for replacement at 
the following locations: Keystone Avenue and 580th Street, Keystone Avenue just south 
of 555th Street, and Keystone Avenue south of 550th Street. 

Kubesh also reported that all plows have been removed from the trucks for the summer 
season and that the lawn mowing for the season has begun. Besta Tree Service 
completed the requested tree removals, and Kubesh will complete the seeding and 
mulching work. Kubesh stated that he was very pleased with Besta’s service. 

Kubesh contacted Rydberg and Sons regarding his upcoming vacation dates so gravel 
hauling can be scheduled accordingly. 

Kubesh further reported that the owner of the property south of 540th Street contacted 
him and granted permission for the City to access the property to complete drainage 
corrections. Written permission has been requested and is pending receipt. 

The Public Works Department interviewed four qualified candidates for the part-time 
Public Works position and recommended hiring Roger Doenz.  

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer, to hire Roger Doenz for the 
part-time Public Works position at two days per week, totaling 16 hours per 
week, primarily on Wednesdays and Thursdays, with flexibility in days and hours 
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as needed. Motion passed unanimously. 

Council directed Administration to send a welcome letter to Mr. Doenz, schedule the 
required drug test, and send thank-you letters to the remaining applicants for their 
interest in the position. 

Safety Committee 
The City’s first-ever City-Wide Clean-Up Day was held on April 18, 2026. City Council 
members stated that the event ran very smoothly and was well received by residents. 
The total cost to the City, with no charge to residents for participation, was $8,159.26, 
equating to approximately $74.18 per participating resident. Council members agreed 
that the event was money well spent and noted that residents were very appreciative of 
the service. 

Nancy Rys commended Interim City Administrator Rauschnot for the development and 
implementation of the event app, which helped operations run efficiently throughout 
the day. The app-generated map showed participation from residents across the entire 
City, demonstrating strong and well-distributed community involvement. 

 
Office Updates 

Danny Rydberg submitted a proposal to City Council members to be considered for the 
Building Inspector position for the City of Rock Creek. Council members discussed 
current concerns regarding building permit procedures and asked Mr. Rydberg how he 
would address and improve those processes. Discussion was also held regarding Mr. 
Rydberg’s use of the 1997 Building Code fee schedule. It was noted that many of the fees 
proposed by Mr. Rydberg are comparable to those currently charged by the City’s existing 
building inspector. 



City of Rock Creek 
City Council Meeting 
Approved Minutes 

  May 7, 2026 

 

Page 5 of 6 

Don Ramberg stated that he has received multiple complaints from residents regarding 
inspections allegedly not being completed by the current building inspector. Ramberg 
also stated that he would prefer to see a 90-day notice of termination included in any 
future contract, rather than the current 30-day notice provision. 

Mr. Rydberg stated that all terms within his proposed contract are open for discussion 
and negotiation. 

Council stated that they would consider Mr. Rydberg’s proposal, monitor how things 
progress over the next few months, and revisit the matter in the near future. 

The City of Rock Creek hired Ivy Farms to haul the water tank for the new Fire Substation 
in February 2026. When the City received the invoice, the balance due was $0, as Ivy 
Farms donated the hauling service to the City. Council members expressed their 
appreciation for the donation and directed Administration to send a thank-you letter. 

Interim City Administrator Rauschnot asked Council for clarification regarding whether 
benefit events are permitted at the City Center, as the current rental agreement does not 
address the matter. Rauschnot stated that she had previously been informed that benefits 
were not allowed. Council members agreed that they did not see an issue with allowing 
benefit events, provided they do not violate any gambling laws, and directed 
Administration to consult with the City Attorney. 

Interim City Administrator Rauschnot reported that she received written confirmation 
from Juli Bombalier requesting termination of her Conditional Use Permit (CUP). With 
this termination, all Interim Use Permits (IUPs) and Conditional Use Permits (CUPs) are 
now in compliance. 

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer, to terminate CUP-10-003 for 
Bombalier. Motion carried unanimously. 

Rauschnot presented the annual League of Minnesota Cities Property/Casualty Coverage 
invoice in the amount of $10,358. Council members noted that several property 
addresses need to be corrected and that additional items need to be added to the policy. 

Don Ramberg motioned, seconded by Sam Christenson, to approve payment of the 
$10,358 Property/Casualty Coverage invoice, with the understanding that an 
additional invoice may be issued once policy updates and corrections are 
completed. Motion carried unanimously. 

Craig Saari emailed several design options for a new sign at the driveway entrance. Don 
Ramberg stated that he would like to incorporate the V-plow into the design of the front 
signs and recommended postponing the decision at this time. Council members agreed. 
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Rauschnot reported ongoing vandalism involving the hand sanitizer dispenser in one of 
the outhouse bathrooms, noting that it has repeatedly been torn off the wall. Council 
briefly discussed the cost of replacement dispensers and the possibility of posting a 
notice stating that continued vandalism could result in the bathrooms being closed for 
the remainder of the summer. Council members ultimately directed Administration to 
continue replacing the dispensers as needed. 

Council Concerns 
Dan Saumer reported that he spoke with WCMP regarding the possibility of conducting a 
live event from the new Fire Substation. He stated that the quoted cost was $1,000 for the 
station to attend and broadcast the event. Following discussion, Council members agreed 
to pursue alternative advertising methods instead. Additional discussion was held 
regarding the possibility of hosting a Public Works Open House in conjunction with 
National Night Out this year. 

Sam Christenson requested that Administration post an announcement stating that the 
new Fire Substation is now fully operational and encourage residents to notify their 
insurance providers, as the improved fire protection services may qualify residents for 
insurance discounts. 

Council members discussed the completion of the feasibility study and noted that Charlie 
Smith of Paradigm Triad will attend the June meeting to review and discuss the findings. 

Council members were informed that Grantsburg and the City of Rush City are currently 
in discussions to reinstate mutual aid services and are in the final stages of finalizing an 
agreement. 

Council members directed Rauschnot to provide them with copies of the completed 
feasibility study. 

Dan Saumer noted that the Rush City and Pine City Fire Departments have recently 
assisted one another on multiple occasions. He stated that Rush City provided assistance 
to Pine City at no charge on both occasions, while Pine City submitted invoices to Rush 
City for their assistance calls. Council members expressed frustration regarding the 
billing, noting that Rock Creek previously contributed toward equipment currently being 
used by Pine City through a prior 10-year agreement. 

Sam Christenson motioned, seconded by Dan Saumer to adjourn at 7:23PM. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

Ashley Rauschnot 
Deputy Clerk 


